
Princeton Golf Club

Evolution Of the Club and Grounds

Part Three

1901

In January of 1901 they hope to have the golf course open that Spring. A clubhouse with a large porticed front is 
planned and was designed by  Thomas W. Cauldwell ’81. 

Daily Princetonian, January 10, 1901

The January 1902 issue of Golf Magazine contained a feature article on the new Princeton Golf Club written by “The 
Editor”. This feature article describes the new golf course at Princeton in detail.It’s defenses include multiple Cop 
bunkers as well as swampy areas which must have played in and around our creek The description of the nine hole 
course includes 6 crossings of the creek.
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Here is a Photo of the 1901 Princeton golf team which includes Percy Pyne and Hugh Wilson.
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1902

Source unknown, February, 1902
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In March of 1902, Hugh Wilson is captain of the Princeton Golf team.

Daily Princetonian, March 13th, 1902

By late March of 1902 the course is cautiously and partially open.

Daily Princetonian, March 25th, 1902
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1903

In March of 1903 the course is open while work is still progressing on the “Lamar” clubhouse which is on schedule to 
open on June 1st.

Daily Princetonian, March 7th, 1903

Daily Princetonian, March 23rd, 1903

5 1



1906

Financial shortfalls are an issue in 1906. As things stand 
the Princeton Golf club has only opened nine of the eigh-
teen holes originally planned by Willie Dunn, Jr. and the 
Greens committee back in 1900. Financial constraints have 
to be why work was never completed on the eighteen 
holes.

Daily Princetonian, March 22nd, 1906
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1907

In May of 1907 the Princeton Golf Club held an invitational Amateur Tournament. Among the players were some of 
the finest Amateur players in the country including Walter Travis out of the Garden City Golf Club, Jerome Travers 
out of Montclair and George Brokaw out of Deal Beach.

Daily Princetonian, May 7th, 1907
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Daily Princetonian, May 9th, 1907
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Daily Princetonian, May 10th, 1907
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Boston Daily Globe, May 10th, 1907
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Daily Princetonian, May 13th 1907
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The winner of the first Princeton Amateur Invitational was Jerome Travers of Montclair, NJ. Later that year he went 
on to win the USGA Amateur Championship. He went on to become one of the greatest amateur players in US Histo-
ry.

From Wikipedia

Jerome Dunstan "Jerry" Travers (May 19, 1887 – March 29, 1951) was one of 
the leading amateur golfers of the early 20th century. He won the U.S. Amateur in 
1907, 1908, 1912 and 1913, the New Jersey Amateur three times, and the Met-
ropolitan Amateur (New York) five times. He was regarded as one of the finest 
match play golfers of his time and had a famous rivalry with Walter Travis.
In 1915 Travers won the U.S. Open at Baltusrol Golf Club, making him the sec-
ond of the five amateurs to win the event. It was his only top ten finish in four ap-
pearances at the U.S. Open - he never entered the tournament again once he 
had won it.
Although all of Travers' notable victories came as an amateur, he later became a 
teaching professional and gave exhibitions. He was inducted into the World Golf 
Hall of Fame in 1976.[1]
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1911

By 1911 work has commenced on the construction of the Graduate School and some holes on the nine hole Willie 
Dunn course are going to be compromised. The clubhouse is going to have to be moved as it is too close to the 
planned Cleveland tower.

Daily Princetonian, September 22, 19
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Daily Princetonian, October 4th 1911
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In October of 1911 tournaments continue.

Daily Princetonian, October 14th 1911
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Daily Princetonian, October 20, 1911
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1912

In 1912 we hold another Amateur Invitational Tournament which attracts some very fine talent including Travis and 
Travers who have an ongoing rivalry.

Daily Princetonian, October 8th, 1912
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Some notes from the clubs Board of Governors annual meeting in December.

Daily Princetonian, December 7th 1912.
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Before I progress into 1914 where the course is finally expanded to 18 holes, here is a postcard photo of the clubhouse 
which has been moved from near the new Cleveland Tower to College Road with the original eighth green and ninth 
tee box to the left and up by the road clearly visible. The eighth green is to the right of the club house porch between 
the club house and creek. The tee on the ninth is to the left of the eighth green close to the road and seminary. There 
are two figures standing there.
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